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.nstruction  in  art  and  music  as 
intellectual  disciplines  and  as 
pathways  to  self-expression  has 
always  been  a  part  of  the  liberal 
arts  curriculum  at  Sweet  Briar. 
Today  new  facilities  and  im- 
proved resources  mean  that  every 
member  of  the  college  commu- 
nity may  enjoy  some  experience 
of  all  the  major  arts,  whether  as 
a  student,  an  active  participant, 
or  an  observer. 

5^  A  student  may  major  in 
music,  art  or  drama  and  may 
elect  courses  in  creative  writing 
or  the  history  and  composition 
of  the  dance.  She  can  develop 
her  own  abilities  as  a  performer 
by  work  for  academic  credit  in 
the  creative  arts  or  she  may  join 
other  enthusiasts  in  the  Choir, 
the  Dance  Theatre,  or  the  drama 


club,  Paint  and  Patches.  A  stu- 
dent in  art  might  design  and 
build  sets  for  theatre  produc- 
tions or  dance  concerts;  mem- 
bers of  the  Dance  Theatre  may 
invest  traditional  religious  ob- 
servances with  a  new  meaning 
by  their  performance  in  a  chapel 
service;  and  those  whose  chief 
joy  is  in  making  music  find  many 
opportunities  to  do  so. 
§^fe^  Whatever  shape  a  final  per- 
formance may  take — a  senior 
recital,  a  painting  or  print,  a 
poem  or  story  in  The  Bramhler, 
an  experimental  stage  produc- 
tion, student-written  or  directed 
— every  student  in  the  arts  knows 
in  advance  that  her  results  will 
be  judged  with  interest  by  a 
critical  and  responsive  college 
audience. 
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^  This  audience  is  at  once 
critical  and  responsive  because  it 
always  includes  those  who  have 
themselves  either  been  active 
participants  or  observers,  whose 
judgment  has  been  sharpened 
by  exposure  to  professional  as 
well  as  amateur  performances  in 
the  arts. 

5^j  Students  and  teachers  alike 
profit  by  imported  examples  of 
distinguished  work  in  the  arts, 
such  as  concerts  by  outstanding 
musicians,  performances  and 
often  master  classes  by  profes- 
sional actors  or  dancers,  a  variety 
of  exhibitions  of  works  of  art, 
and  lectures  or  readings  by  lead- 
ing critics  and  authors. 
'Jfes  All  the  varied  activities  that 
together  constitute  The  Arts  at 
Sweet  Briar  were  given  tremen- 
dous impetus  by  the  completion 
of  the  Mary  Reynolds  Babcock 
Fine  .\rts  Center.  Its  facilities 
include  a  modern,  well-equipped 
stage  and  a  spacious  auditorium; 
an  art  wing  which  has  several 
studios  and  a  fine  library  with 
books,  periodicals,  and  collec- 
tions of  prints,  photographs  and 
slides;  a  music  wing  with  prac- 
tice rooms  and  instruments, 
teaching  studios,  and  a  compre- 
hensive collection  of  books, 
records,  tapes,  and  scores  in  the 


music  library;  and  a  seminar 
room  for  the  Writers'  Workshop. 
^P^j  Interrelationships  among 
the  arts  develop  easily  in  this 
setting,  where  students  and  pro- 
fessors study  and  teach,  question 
and  discuss  as  they  explore  his- 
torical, theoretical,  and  creative 
aspects  of  the  several  arts.  The 
student  with  talent  and  a  certain 
facility  in  technique  soon  learns 
that  talent  is  not  enough,  that 
self-expression  in  any  form  of 
art  demands  having  something 
to  express,  and  that  all  her 
studies  in  the  liberal  arts  con- 
tribute to  the  reservoir  from 
which  she  draws  inspiration.  The 
student  of  history  and  criticism 


is  made  more  aware  of  the  actual 
nature  of  a  work  of  art  as  she 
gains  understanding  of  the  tech- 
nical problems  of  execution  or 
performance. 

5^^  The  student  in  art  focuses 
her  studies  on  the  history  or 
practice  of  art,  or  both.  The  his- 
tory of  art  from  pre-historic  to 
present  times  is  first  presented  in 
a  general  introductory  course. 
Advanced  courses  concentrate  on 
particular  periods  and  countries 
wuth  integrated  study  of  paint- 
ing, sculpture  and  architecture. 
Small  classes  permit  instructors 
to  give  individual  attention  to 
each  student  and  in  every  course 
emphasis  is  placed  on  the  de- 
velopment of  creative  interpreta- 
tion. 


5^^  lit  studio  work  she  is  en- 
couraged to  develop  her  own 
ideas  from  her  knowledge  of  art 
history  and  her  other  studies. 
In  order  to  understand  and  ap- 
preciate the  processes  of  the 
artist  in  history,  the  student  in 
the  Techniques  and  Materials 
course  learns  how  to  make  all  her 
materials.  She  grinds  colors  from 
pigment,  makes  gesso,  and  pre- 
pares plaster  for  fresco,  and  she 
gains  first-hand  knowledge  of 
several  techniques — encaustic, 
silverpoint,  watercolor,  oil,  and 
acrylic.  In  the  Graphics  studio 
she  is  introduced  to  printmaking 


and  produces  block  prints,  dry- 
points,  engravings,  and  etchings. 
§^3  The   major   in    art    attracts 
many    students,    of    whom    the 
majority      continue      in      their 
chosen    field    after    college — as 
teachers,  art  librarians,  interior 
decorators;  in  galleries  and  mu- 
seums,  in  advertising  and  pub- 
lishing firms.  The  world  of  art 
is    wide    and    may    be    entered 
through  many  doors. 
(P^  Dance    is    an    art    that    is 
treated  as  such,  although  there  is 
no  major  program.  As  a  senior 
who    majored    in    English    ex- 
plained    recently,     "Dance     at 
Sweet  Briar  offers  the  interested 
student  an  opportunity  to  create, 
to  teach,  to  move,  and  to  be  a 
leader    and    innovator    in     the 
dance.   I  have  found  my  dance 
experience  at  Sweet  Briar  inval- 
uable, letting  me  express  myself 
creatively.  My  academic  courses 
have  often  given  me  ideas  that 
I  have  been  able  to  incorporate 
in  dance  and  my  work  in  dance 
has   stimulated   my   perceptions 
and  senses  so  that  I  am  better 
able  to  understand  my  courses." 
^  Students  who  are  interested 
in  dance,  be  it  modern  or  ballet, 
and   who    have    shown    creative 
and  technical  ability,  are  invited 
to  join  the  Dance  Theatre. 


5^i  Another  senior,  who  ma- 
jored in  music,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing appraisal:  "From  the 
moment  a  girl  walks  through  the 
doors  into  the  life  of  the  music 
department,  she  is  encouraged 
to  develop  her  abilities  through 
continuing  practice,  active  com- 
position, and  frequent  analysis. 
She  benefits  greatly  from  criti- 
cisms exchanged  with  her  fellow 
students  and  learns  from  discern- 
ing professors  to  channel  and 
discipline  her  abilities.  Enroll- 
ment in  the  music  department  is 
a  challenge  to  gain  an  outstand- 
ing musical  education." 
§^>  Self-expression  through  the 
written  word  is  also  an  art  and  a 
discipline  as  students  discover  in 
the  Writers'  Workshop.  Classes 
are  kept  small  and  usually  meet 
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once  a  week  in  an  informal  ses- 
sion where  student  w^ork  is  read 
and  thoroughly  discussed.  Al- 
though the  emphasis  is  primarily 
on  poetry  and  fiction,  each  stu- 
dent is  free  to  write  in  whatever 
genre  most  interests  her. 
Jfe-'  Publication  in  the  student 
literary  magazine  may  be  the 
first  recognition  for  the  young 
writer.  If  her  work  is  exception- 
al, she  is  encouraged  to  submit  it 
to  literary  periodicals  outside  the 
college  or  to  enter  regional  or 
national  writing  contests. 
jpfe*  Distinguished  writers  are  in- 
vited to  Sweet  Briar  to  discuss 
their  work,  to  give  readings,  and 
to  talk  informally  with  students. 
In  recent  years  these  have  in- 
cluded Harper  Lee,  Edward  Al- 
bee,  John  Updike,  Peter  Taylor, 
Alfred  Kazin,  and  poets  James 
Dickey,  A.  D.  Hope,  William 
Stafford,  Galway  Kinnell,  James 
Wright,  Robert  Bly,  and  Jon 
Silkin. 

jpfe*  To  make  the  student  active- 
ly aware  of  the  theatre  as  a  dy- 
namic art,  the  interdepartmental 
major  in  drama  offers  a  balanced 
study  of  its  literature,  history, 
theory,  and  practice.  A  recent 
graduate  who  is  continuing  her 
studies  in  theatre  summed  up 
her  college  experience  as  follows: 


§^s  "When  I  first  began  my 
studies  in  drama  at  Sweet  Briar 
I  came  to  realize  how  much  there 
was  to  learn  about  the  drama 
and  the  theatre  tradition,  a  tra- 
dition which  has  its  roots  in  the 
very  beginnings  of  man's  life  on 
earth.  While  I  had  always  loved 
working  in  the  theatre — mostly 
in  an  acting  capacity — I  viewed 
it  as  simply  a  hobby  and  some- 
thing apart  from  my  main  in- 
terests. At  Sweet  Briar,  however, 
I  began  to  see  that  the  theatre 
was  something  I  could  not  do 
without. 


5^>  "One  of  my  most  provoca- 
tive experiences  as  a  drama 
major  was  in  the  actual  applica- 
tion of  my  knowledge  and  abili- 
ties on  the  stage.  At  the  same 
time  I  learned  much  more  about 
the  theatre,  gaining  respect  and 
admiration  for  those  proficient 
in  playwriting,  design,  directing, 
and  the  many  other  technical 
aspects.  I  found  my  studies  to  be 
enriching,  exciting,  and  most 
enjoyable." 

§^^  Variety  is  the  first  considera- 
tion in  the  choice  of  plays  pro- 
duced by  students  under  the 
supervision  of  the  theatre  direc- 
tor. The  aim  is  to  give  partici- 


pants and  audiences  exposure  to 
outstanding  plays  of  different 
periods,  from  Euripides  to  the 
present  day.  From  time  to  time 
a  director  or  designer  from  New 
York  comes  to  Sweet  Briar  to 
assist  with  a  theatre  production 
and  to  conduct  workshops  in 
acting,  directing,  and  design  for 
all  interested  students. 
5^>  The  essence  of  education  in 
the  arts  can  be  simply  stated: 
learning  to  see,  not  just  to  look; 
learning  to  hear,  not  only  to 
listen;  learning  to  move  and 
speak  and  write,  with  purpose. 
Performance  becomes  the  visible 
result  of  disciplined  immersion 
in  one  or  more  of  the  arts.  It  is 
also  the  principal  means  by 
which  the  entire  community  is 
brought  into  the  magic  circle  of 
the  arts. 
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